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Banish notions of bloaty buffets,
diluted cocktails and enforced

entertainment. Instead think
heaven — with no hidden charges
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1 Ikos Olivia, Greece

The family-focused one

hy’sitsoulful? Perchedon
the glittering Aegean seafront
between the second and third
fingers of the Halkidiki peninsula,
Ikos Oliviais arare thing: afamily-
focused all-inclusive that doesn't
feellike aschool playground. Sure,
kids are kept busy with football
gamesandbeachside creche
sessions, butsolitude often
pervadesinthe whitewashed
restaurants, the sandy beachisn't
over-crowded, and shore-facing
villas are spacious. Overall,it's
more‘pampering’ thanPampers.

What's there to do? Shaded

by olive trees, Ikos Oliviais the
perfectsize forlittle 'uns — small
enoughthatthey won'tgetlost,
bigenoughthatthey won'tget
bored. Olderkids canhangaround
the sports centre, borrowing bikes

orplayingtable tennis, or hit
the beach for paddleboards.
Grown-ups are freetodown
cocktails atpoolside bars, eat
tender octopus from Michelin-
chef-designed menus (paired
withany one of the 300-or-so
winesincluded). Attentive lounger
service lets you reallyrelax —
there's evenamanwho comes
byto polishyour sunglasses.

Travel's tip: Itchy feet? There

are daily excursions for £9pp,
andaresortdeal withthe local
restaurants means you can eat
dinner off-site atno extra charge.

Getme there: Classic Collection
Holidays (classic-collection.co.uk)
has aweek fortwo adults and

two children from £3,665, with
Gatwick flights and transfers.
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The exoticone

Dar Ahlam, Morocco

3

Casa Velas, Mexico
The adults-only one

Why'sitsoutful? Life at this
romantic old kasbahfeels fully
off-grid. Setinan oasis wedged
betweenthe Saharaandthe Atlas
Mountains, Dar Ahlam'’s earthy
rooms (all clay-hued walls, floaty
linens,no TVs) and date-palm-
lined pool create the perfect
settingforascreen-free unwind.

What's there to do? Plenty, not
thatyou'llhave to worry aboutit
— staff curate youritinerary, so
activities and meals are a surprise.
Show upinthelounge whenyou
wantto eat (they won'tbatan
eyelid atalpmbreakfast),and
you'llbeledtothe gardenora
sunny terrace to find a table laid
and waiting. Later, the concierge
will fetch you for your evening
outing. Themomentyour dune-
buggyreachesabarrenhilltop —

revealingabutlerandapicnicto
devouras yousavourthe desert
sunset —you'llrealise that, even
if you'd wanted to, you couldn’t
have planned this better yourself.

Travel'stip: The drive from
Marrakechis spectacular, but

the hzirpin turns and barrier-

free canyon drops makeitpretty
nerve-wrackingif you'reatthe
wheel.So getadriver:the hotel will
fixyouaprivate transfer (£219 each
way); independent, pre-booked
taxis willcostaroundathirdless.

Getme there: ScottDunn
(scottdunn.com) has 10 nightsin
Morocco, with three all-inclusive
atDar Ahlam, from £6,600pp,
including Gatwick flights. Or for
weekendbreaks, book direct, from
£408pp pernight (darahlam.com).

Why'sitsoutful? OnMexico's
Pacific coast, Puerto Vallartais
muchopretty, butalso mucho
popular. Thatmeans giant
all-inclusives cf 500 rooms or
morethrive here and dominate
parts of the beach. Not so Casa
Velas, withits spotinthe leafy
Marina Vallartaneighbourhood
(where Mexica’s pop stars have
second homes). Peacocks strut
aboutthe botanic gardens and
fellow guests are well-travelled
Latin Americans. No kids allowed
either, soit’s quiet.

What's theretodo? Imaginea_. .~
five-starboutique hotel rather
thananall-inhigh-rise. There are
spatherapists at check-into give
chairmassages, suites come with
private pools or Jacuzzis, and your
wristbandis a stylishlocally

handwovennumberyou'llwantto
take home with you. Unlimited
golfonthe 18-hole courseis
included, asarameals atevery
restaurant (even Emiliano's for
gourmetMexican) andMargaritas
atthe poolside AquaBar.Room
serviceincurs no extracost, either.
It'salso the only all-inclusive we
know that offers afree designer-
hancbagrental service.

Travel'stip: CasaVelasisnoton
the seafront, butthere's afrequent
free shuttle (oftenafancy caror
minibus) thattakes youtothe
beach — with private sunbeds,
free -estaurant, free barand
infinity pool —inafew minutes.

Getmethere: Expedia (expedia.

co.uk) hasaweek from£1,383pp,
including fights from Gatwick. »
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